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Creating vibrant communities
When we come together to build stronger communities, we give our time, energy, and ideas
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WARM GREETINGS, 

We are very pleased that you have joined us for our third and final 
virtual gala as we celebrate 29 years of the incredible and life saving 
work of the West Angeles CDC. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is, what are you doing for others?”  From its inception in 1994, 
West Angeles CDC has worked passionately and consistently to build 
a stronger community in South Los Angeles. 

We have been making impact in the community while providing hope 
and making dreams a reality. The past three years have shown us 
more than ever that our community is strong and resilient. The CDC 
has been there helping families, individuals and businesses. 

This evening we are so fortunate to honor such great supporters, 
partners and corporate citizens for their support of the CDC. 

•	 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD	 •	 COMMUNITY INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 
	 HON. US CONGRESSWOMAN MAXINE WATERS		  MIGUEL A. NUNEZ JR.

•	 OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY PARTNER	 •	 OUTSTANDING CORPORATE CITIZEN 
	 OF THE YEAR AWARD 		  OF THE YEAR AWARD
	 WELLS FARGO BANK		  FIRST CITIZENS BANK

We are inspired by your leadership in community, business, community reinvestment, philanthropy, and partnership with 
organizations including ours that create opportunities for individuals, families, low income housing and small businesses. 

We also want to thank our many partners. You have not only made this evening possible, but also have contributed significantly to the 
achievements of West Angeles CDC in affordable housing, small business assistance, workforce development, financial literacy, and 
community services over the last 29 years. 

Your generosity and commitment as partners of West Angeles CDC make you a part of this story. It is a great privilege for us to work 
together with you to build our beloved community in South Los Angeles. 

Here’s to another blessed 29 years! 

Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop Emeritus & Co-Founder, West Angeles CDC

Pastor Charles E. Blake II
Senior Pastor, West Angeles Church of God in Christ



BYRON K. REED
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Dr. BELINDA ALLEN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2WEST ANGELES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
29TH ANNUAL UNITY AWARDS GALA

C O M M U N I T Y D E V E L O P M E N T C O R P O R AT I O N



29th Annual Unity Awards

3 WEST ANGELES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
29TH ANNUAL UNITY AWARDS GALA

C O M M U N I T Y D E V E L O P M E N T C O R P O R AT I O N

V I R T U A L  G A L A
I M PA C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S

Byron K. Reed
Chairman
WACDC Board of Directors

Candida Mobley Phillips
Vice Chair
Owner, Voices, Inc.

Dr. Lula Ballton
CEO Emeritus
National Community 
Development COGIC, 
International

Bishop Charles E. Blake
Chairman Emeritus
Presiding Bishop, West Angeles 
COGIC

Judge Mablean Ephriam
Treasurer
Philanthropist/Media Personality

WEST ANGELES CDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Gregory L. Johnson
Secretary
President, 
Hannibal Media Group

Dr. Belinda Allen 
Executive Director
West Angeles Community 
Development Corporation

Gwen Austin-Collins
President/CEO
Pointe of View International, Inc.

Dr. Giovanna Brasfield
Outreach & Diversity Manager 
Flatiron Construction 

Anne Coggs Smith, Esq. 
Asst. Chief Deputy Clerk
Cook County
Clerk of Court (Retired)
Chicago, IL

Amy Gumbs
Human Resources Director (Retired)

Winston Johnson
President, 
Winsonic Digital Cable Systems Network

Terrence Payne
Principal/Consultant,
Taylor’s Marketing & Management

Dr. Desiree Tillman Jones
Dentist (Retired)

Mohamed Ndoye
Bank of America 

Paige St. James
University of California, Los Angeles, (UCLA)

Sheryl Warren Harris
Real Estate Broker/Owner/CEO, 
Sepulveda Group Enterprises, Inc.
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LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING
JAMES WELDON JOHNSON, 1871 – 1938

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won

Stony the road we trod
Bitter the chastening rod

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died
Yet with a steady beat

Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered

Out from the gloomy past
Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast
God of our weary years
God of our silent tears

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light

Keep us forever in the path, we pray
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee

Shadowed beneath Thy hand
May we forever stand

True to our God
True to our native land

Our native land
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PRE-SHOW / PRELUDE
Mark Allen Felton, Friends of the West Angeles Community Development Corporation

JEFFREY OSBOURNE – LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING

INVOCATION 	 Elder Lawrence Blake & Jeanine Blake
	 West Angeles Church of God in Christ

WELCOME 	 Chris Schauble, KTLA 5, Master of Ceremonies
	 Pat Prescott, Mistress of Ceremonies

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD REMARKS 	 Byron Reed, West Angeles CDC Board Chair 

WACDC VIDEO PRESENTATION

PASTOR’S REMARKS & WELCOME	 Pastor Charles E. Blake II, Senior Pastor
	 West Angeles Church of God in Christ

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REMARKS	 Dr. Belinda Allen

SPECIAL MUSICAL TRIBUTE	 Donnie McClurkin

AWARD PRESENTATIONS
OUTSTANDING CORPORATE CITIZEN AWARD 	 First Citizens Bank – Elder Lawrence Blake Sr.

OUTSTANDING CORPORATE PARTNER 
OF THE YEAR AWARD 	 Wells Fargo Bank – Elder Lawrence Blake Sr.

COMMUNITY INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD	 Miguel A. Nunez Jr. – Pastor Charles E. Blake II

WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 	 Hon. Maxine Waters – Pastor Charles E. Blake II

SPECIAL MUSICAL TRIBUTE 	 David Daughtry

CLOSING REMARKS 	 Pat Prescott & Chris Schauble

BENEDICTION 	 Greg Johnson, West Angeles CDC Board Member



CHRIS SCHAUBLE
Co-Anchor,

KTLA 5 Morning News  PAT PRESCOTT
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

29th Annual Unity Awards

V I R T U A L  G A L A
I M PA C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S



JEFFREY OSBORNE
Award Winning

Singer/Songwriter

MARK ALLEN FELTON
Saxophonist 

Extraordinaire

EYREFFREFJ FFJEFJJ

ENTERTAINMENT
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DONNIE MCCLURKIN
Award Winning Gospel Artist and 

Pastor, Perfecting Faith Church

DAVID DAUGHTRY
Artist, Singer,

Songwriter & Musician
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CONGRESSWOMAN MAXINE WATERS is considered by many to be one of the 
most powerful women in American politics today. She has gained a reputation as a fearless and outspoken 
advocate for women, children, people of color and the poor.

Elected in November 2020 to her sixteenth term in the U.S. House of Representatives with more than 70 
percent of the vote in the 43rd Congressional District of California, Congresswoman Waters represents a 
large part of South Los Angeles including the communities of Westchester, Playa Del Rey, and Watts and the 
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County comprised of Lennox, West Athens, West Carson, Harbor 
Gateway and El Camino Village. The 43rd District also includes the diverse cities of Gardena, Hawthorne, 
Inglewood, Lawndale, Lomita and Torrance.

Congresswoman Waters made history as the first woman and first African American Chair of the House 
Financial Services Committee. An integral member of Congressional Democratic Leadership, 
Congresswoman Waters serves as a member of the Steering & Policy Committee and is the Co-Chair of the 
bipartisan Congressional Task Force on Alzheimer’s Disease. She is also a member of the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus, and member and past chair of the Congressional Black Caucus.

Throughout her more than 40 years of public service, Maxine Waters has been on the cutting edge, tackling 
difficult and often controversial issues. She has combined her strong legislative and public policy acumen 
and high visibility in Democratic Party activities with an unusual ability to do grassroots organizing.
Prior to her election to the House of Representatives in 1990, Congresswoman Waters had already attracted 
national attention for her no-nonsense, no-holds-barred style of politics. During 14 years in the California 
State Assembly, she rose to the powerful position of Democratic Caucus Chair. She was responsible for 
some of the boldest legislation California has ever seen: the largest divestment of state pension funds from 
South Africa; landmark affirmative action legislation; the nation’s first statewide Child Abuse Prevention 
Training Program; the prohibition of police strip searches for nonviolent misdemeanors; and the 
introduction of the nation’s first plant closure law.

Following the Los Angeles civil unrest in 1992, Congresswoman Waters faced the nation’s media and public 
to interpret the hopelessness and despair in cities across America. Over the years, she has brought many 

government officials and policy makers to her South Central L.A. district to appeal for more resources. 

Rep. Waters continues to be an active leader in a broad coalition of residential communities, environmental activists and elected officials that aggressively advocate for the 
mitigation of harmful impacts of the expansion plan for Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). Furthermore, she continues initiatives to preserve the unique environmental 
qualities of the Ballona wetlands and bluffs, treasures of her district.

She is a co-founder of Black Women’s Forum, a nonprofit organization of over 1,200 African American women in the Los Angeles area. In the mid-80s, she also founded 
Project Build, working with young people in Los Angeles housing developments on job training and placement.

As she confronts the issues such as poverty, economic development, equal justice under the law and other issues of concern to people of color, women, children, and poor 
people, Rep. Waters enjoys a broad cross section of support from diverse communities across the nation.

Throughout her career, Congresswoman Waters has been an advocate for international peace, justice, and human rights. Before her election to Congress, she was a leader in 
the movement to end Apartheid and establish democracy in South Africa. 

Expanding access to health care services is another of Congresswoman Waters’ priorities. She spearheaded the development of the Minority AIDS Initiative in 1998 to address 
the alarming spread of HIV/AIDS among African Americans, Hispanics and other minorities. She is also the author of legislation to expand health services for patients with 
diabetes, cancer and Alzheimer’s disease.

Congresswoman Waters has led congressional efforts to mitigate foreclosures and keep American families in their homes during the housing and economic crises, notably 
through her role as Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on Housing and Community Opportunity in the previous two Congresses. 

She is lauded by African American entrepreneurs for her work to expand contracting and procurement opportunities and to strengthen businesses.  Many young people, 
including those in the hip-hop music community, praise her for her support and understanding of young people and their efforts at self-expression. One testament to her 
work is the Maxine Waters Employment Preparation Center, a multimillion dollar campus providing education and employment opportunities to residents of the Watts area.

Maxine Waters was born in St. Louis, Missouri, the fifth of 13 children reared by a single mother. She began working at age 13 in factories and segregated restaurants. After 
moving to Los Angeles, she worked in garment factories and at the telephone company. She attended California State University at Los Angeles, where she earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree. She began her career in public service as a teacher and a volunteer coordinator in the Head Start program.

She is married to Sidney Williams, the former U.S. Ambassador to the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. She is the mother of two adult children, Edward and Karen, and has 
two grandchildren.
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WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
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Miguel A. Nunez Jr. was born in New York and raise in North Carolina. He dreamed of being a movie 
star his entire life and told everyone who would listen that one day he would succeed. He graduated
from High School and with only $120 dollars he bought a bus ticket and ran away to California in 
search of his dream. He landed in downtown Los Angeles and with no where to live, he slept behind 
the bus station.

He would eventually succeed and go on to star in over 125 films including five, 100 million dollar 
budgeted films. He has also been on more Prime time television series than any other African 
American actor in Hollywood. He is best know for his role in the Warner Brothers hit film Juwanna
Man where he played the lead character, Juwanna. He was also the first Power Ranger, starred in 
Scooby Doo, Life with Eddie Murphy, Street Fighter, and many, many more. People loved him in his 
television series Sparks, Sparks & Sparks and Tour of Duty. 

He can be seen currently on The Family Business on BET +  or  Prime Video.

MIGUEL A. NUNEZ JR.

V I R T U A L  G A L A
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OUTSTANDING CORPORATE CITIZEN AWARD

FIRST CITIZENS BANK

We've been helping families and businesses make more of their finances for more than
120 years. We've shared their dreams, helped make budgets work harder and built 
financial plans to last them the rest of their lives. And in that time, we've built a solid 
track record of service, stability and reliability.

Forever Strong
What sets First Citizens apart? Strong leadership, enduring values and a commitment to 
helping people and businesses prosper by keeping an eye on their long-term success.

Forever Stable
Taking care of customers—year in, year out—isn't just our track record. It's our promise.

Forever Family
We're America's largest family-controlled bank, led for three generations by members 
of one family.

www.firstcitizens.com
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OUTSTANDING CORPORATE PARTNER AWARD

Serving customers since 1852.
For generations, we’ve been helping people go further. From exchanging gold coins for paper checks to enabling online 
transactions, we’re continually innovating so our customers can get ahead.

Doing Gets It Done
We're the bank of putting people and communities first. The bank of rolling up our sleeves and getting involved. We're 
the bank of walking the walk and taking action. That’s the Bank of Doing.

Doing makes housing more attainable
A quality place to call home is something everyone should have. That’s why we’re doing work to provide local 
communities nationwide with support and assistance to get more people into homes and quality rentals.

• $390 million+ donated to help address the housing affordability crisis in the country, including supporting available  
 and affordable rentals, homeownership, and housing stability
• $119 million to Habitat for Humanity in support of affordable and sustainable housing since 2010
• $60 million in grants through our WORTH initiative to help create an estimated 40,000 new homeowners of color   
 across eight markets by the end of 2025

Doing builds strong businesses
Small businesses are the backbone of our communities — and we’re committed to making meaningful investments to 
help them succeed.

• Our approximately $420 million Open for Business Fund has provided more than 200 CDFIs and other nonprofits with  
 resources to help a projected 152,000 small business owners
• $1.5 million awarded to How Women Lead, the largest women-founded venture fund in the U.S. for women founders 
 and women-led start-ups in the technology and health sectors
• Additional 1,000 complimentary mentorship opportunities and 13,000 hours of technical assistance to women   
 entrepreneurs through our Connect to More℠ program

www.wellsfargo.com

11 WEST ANGELES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
29TH ANNUAL UNITY AWARDS GALA

29th Annual Unity Awards

V I R T U A L  G A L A
I M PA C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S



GREETINGS
“As your United States Senator representing the State of California, I applaud the 
West Angeles Community Development Corporation and all of tonight's honorees 
for their tremendous achievements and contributions. Please accept my best 
wishes for a most memorable event.”

DIANNE FEINSTEIN United States Senator

“Greetings and best wishes to the West Angeles Community Development 
Corporation on your 2023 Unity Awards Virtual Gala. I applaud your 29 year 
commitment to Angelenos and look forward to our continued partnership in the 
2nd Supervisorial District.”

HOLLY MITCHELL LA County Supervisor, 2nd District
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“I commend West Angeles Community Development Corporation's commitment 
to community empowerment and upliftment. CDC’s dedication to increasing 
social and economic justice, demonstrating compassion and alleviating poverty 
as tangible expressions of the Kingdom of God through the vehicle of community 
development is an exceptional endeavor worthy of praise.”

STEVEN BRADFORD CA State Senator, 35th District

“The West Angeles Community Development Corporation has worked tirelessly for 
29 years to uplift and empower the communities served by this extraordinary 
organization. You are making a difference in the lives of countless Angelenos, and I 
send my best wishes for another memorable gala and continued success.”

SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE Member of Congress, 37th District of CA

“The American Dream is to obtain a quality education, obtain stable, rewarding 
employment, raise a family and obtain a home they can call their own. The West 
Angeles Community Development Corporation makes home ownership possible 
for so many that this part of the "Dream" was impossible. I salute West Angeles 
and the CDC for uplifting and enriching the lives for so many."

JAMES T. BUTTS Mayor, City of Inglewood
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“The West Angeles Community Development Corporation has worked tirelessly 
for 29 years to uplift and empower the communities served by this extraordinary 
organization. You are making a difference in the lives of countless Angelenos, 
and I send my best wishes for another memorable gala and continued success.”

KAREN BASS Mayor, City of Los Angeles

“On behalf of the City of Los Angeles, congratulations to the West Angeles CDC 
on 29 years. I am grateful that the CDC is a partner in building a stronger South 
Los Angeles."

MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON 
Councilmember, Eighth District, City of Los Angeles

“I would like to commend West Angeles Community Development Corporation for 
their tireless work and dedication to fighting for social justice and economic 
development by giving Angelenos the resources they need to be successful."

CURREN D. PRICE JR. 
Councilmember, Ninth District, City of Los Angeles

“The West Angeles Community Development Corporation has worked tirelessly 
for 29 years to uplift and empower the communities served by this extraordinary 
organization. You are making a difference in the lives of countless people 
throughout LA and the 10th district.”

HEATHER HUTT Councilmember, Tenth District, City of Los Angeles







www.lilly.com
2020 CA Approved for External Use PRINTED IN USA ©2020, Eli Lilly and Company. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Lilly salutes the West Angeles 
Community Development Corporation 
and its mission to increase social 
and economic justice, demonstrate 
compassion and alleviate poverty.





The S. Mark Taper Foundation $75,000 

Grant supports West Angeles CDC’s 

Community Assistance Department, 

which helps address the basic and 

emergency needs of South Los Angeles 

residents by providing emergency food, 

meal delivery, utility assistance, 

transportation assistance, intensive case 

management, homeless intervention and 

prevention, and other support.

Thank You



We support visions for our future.

Member FDIC. ©2019 U.S. Bank  251301c 10/19

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names  
and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC.

We’re committed to the programs and organizations that work to enrich the quality of life

for everyone in our community. By sharing the goal of molding leaders through education

and community support, their vision and energy will create a better future for us all.

usbank.com/communitypossible

U.S. Bank is proud to support WACDC’s 29th Annual Unity Awards.

Always open at usbank.com or
with the U.S. Bank Mobile App.



767203-04
City National Bank Member FDIC. City National Bank is a subsidiary of Royal Bank of Canada.  
©2022 City National Bank. All Rights Reserved.

City National® congratulates

And proudly supports

ALL HONOREES.

WEST ANGELES COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.

THANKS 
FOR ALL 
THAT 
YOU DO.  

Discover The way up® at cnb.com.  



www.swcarpenters.org



TOGETHER, WE HAVE THE POWER TO
KEEP THE FUTURE BRIGHT

We are proud to sponsor the  
West Angeles Community Development Corporation 

29th Annual Unity Awards Virtual Gala

CONGRATULATIONS TO TONIGHT’S HONOREES.



Metro has a plan to make it easier to get around LA, 
which includes better transit with projects like the 
Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project.



WE BELIEVE IN A HEALTHY FUTURE

At Kaiser Permanente, our commitment to well-being 
goes beyond health care. We’re also committed to      
improving the communities we serve.

Together we make a difference.

To learn more about Kaiser Permanente in the         
community please visit community.kp.org. 



$30 Billion to Advance
Racial Equity
JPMorgan Chase is building on our investment in Greater Los Angeles to help create 
a more equitable future and a more inclusive financial services system.

We are committed to addressing some of the largest drivers of the racial wealth 
divide over the next five years, working to provide greater economic opportunity 
for Black, Hispanic and Latino communities across the United States by:

• Expanding a�ordable housing and homeownership
• Growing minority owned businesses
• Improving financial health
• Increasing workforce diversity

Learn more at jpmorganchase.com/racialequity
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610.383.7032
smgraphicarts.com

Susan Mooney Dolderer
Graphic Designer

• logo design / branding
• advertisements
• brochures / �yers
• direct mailers / invitations
• catalogs / annual reports

• billboards / signage
• tradeshow / retail graphics
• illustration
• social media / web graphics
• tshirts and apparel design

Give Your Brand a Lift!

Thank You West Angeles Community Development Center 
for making a difference in the lives of so many people! 

S.M. GRAPHICS



The Castillo Charitable Foundation The Castillo Charitable Foundation 
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SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thank you for your continued support!

We look forward to seeing you at the 30th Annual Unity Awards 
in February 2024!

The Staff and Volunteers of the West Angeles Community Development Corporation
Pat Prescott  

Chris Schauble
Donnie McClurkin
Mark Allen Felton

Don Bell
Jeffrey Osborne 
David Daughtry
Junkyard Films

Flowers Etc. By Rita
Regent Beverly Wilshire Hotel

Brandon James, C2 Productions 
Susan Mooney Dolderer, SM Graphics

Greg Johnson
Elijah Lewis

West Angeles Media Department
Joe Wilson

Denise Richardson
Carolyn Patton

Nasayah Martinez
Pastor Charles E. Blake II

Elder Lawrence Blake
Janice Smallwood-McKenzie

Event Management, Consulting & Production: The Todd Group, Todd Hawkins & LaVonne Anderson
Script Writing: The Todd Group, Todd Hawkins & LaVonne Anderson & Dr. Belinda Allen
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2023 UNITY AWARDS PARTNERS
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APEX REALTY
AMERICAN BUSINESS BANK
BANK OF AMERICA
BANK OF THE WEST
BARKER MANAGEMENT
BOSTON PRIVATE BANK
CALIFORNIA BANK AND TRUST
CANDIDA MOBLEY
CANNON HOUSE
CASTILLO CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
CITY NATIONAL BANK
COMERICA BANK
DR. BELINDA ALLEN
DR. DESIREE TILLMAN
DR. GIOVANNA BRASFIELD
DR. LULA BALLTON
FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK OF SAN FRANCISCO 
FIRST CITIZENS BANK
GREG JOHNSON
GWEN AUSTIN
GYL
HORIZON ENTITLEMENT
J P MORGAN CHASE & COMPANY
JAN PERRY
JERROLD SMITH
JUDGE MABLEAN EPHRIAM 

Tonight’s event would not be possible without the generous support of our sponsors.

We thank you for supporting and standing by the  
West Angeles Community Development Corporation.

LA FOCUS
LA CITY COUNCILMAN CURREN PRICE
LA CITY COUNCILMAN MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON 
LA CITY COUNCIL WOMAN HEATHER HUTT
LA COUNTY SUPERVISOR HOLLY J. MITCHELL
LA METRO
MARK TAPER FOUNDATION
MILLENDER & WHITE
MS. HAZEL’S HOUSE 
ORANGE COAST TITLE 
PACIFIC WESTERN BANK 
R4 CAPITAL
RFP INSURANCE COMPANY
SHERYL CAREY HARRIS
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL OF CARPENTERS 
TERRANCE PAYNE
THE BOEING COMPANY
THE RELATED COMPANIES
TORREY PINES BANK
UNION BANK
UNION RESCUE MISSION
US BANK
WATT COMPANIES
WELLS FARGO BANK
WEST ANGELES CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
WINSTON JOHNSON
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Support the West Angeles CDC Today –
Scan this QR Code to make a donation!

WestAngelesCDC.org




